I shall return to my home from which I came
FRIDAY OCTOBER 9 (Lk 11,15-26)

Jesus warns us. Every apostle of the Lord must know that Satan always follows in his footsteps to snatch from Christ every soul brought to him. Paul, for this to do not happen, consecrates his whole life to the mission, for the good of the Church: “And you who once were alienated and hostile in mind because of evil deeds he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through his death, to present you holy, without blemish, and irreproachable before him, provided that you persevere in the faith, firmly grounded, stable, and not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, am a minister. Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is the church, of which I am a minister in accordance with God’s stewardship given to me to bring to completion for you the word of God, the mystery hidden from ages and from generations past. But now it has been manifested to his holy ones, to whom God chose to make known the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; it is Christ in you, the hope for glory. It is he whom we proclaim, admonishing everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. For this I labor and struggle, in accord with the exercise of his power working within me.” (Col 1,21-29). The apostles and presbyters must pay every attention so that no one steals the souls they have won from Christ the Lord. The ad extra (out going) pastoral care without the ad intra (internal) pastoral one is a vain work. 

Knowing Satan’s wiles, St. Paul recommends Timothy to look after his flock well: “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the last times some will turn away from the faith by paying attention to deceitful spirits and demonic instructions through the hypocrisy of liars with branded consciences. They forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected when received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the invocation of God in prayer. If you will give these instructions to the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound teaching you have followed. Avoid profane and silly myths.” (1Tm 4,1-7). Effective ad intra pastoral care becomes actual ad extra pastoral care. An outgoing Church without an incoming Church is a Church that works for the devil, for Satan. 

At that time, [after Jesus cast out a demon,] Some of them said, “By the power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he drives out demons.” Others, to test him, asked him for a sign from heaven. But he knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste and house will fall against house. And if Satan is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that it is by Beelzebul that I drive out demons. If I, then, drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own people drive them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the finger of God that [I] drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. When a strong man fully armed guards his palace, his possessions are safe. But when one stronger than he attacks and overcomes him, he takes away the armor on which he relied and distributes the spoils. Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. “When an unclean spirit goes out of someone, it roams through arid regions searching for rest but, finding none, it says, ‘I shall return to my home from which I came.’ But upon returning, it finds it swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and brings back seven other spirits more wicked than itself who move in and dwell there, and the last condition of that person is worse than the first.”
Now we know. Satan always goes to conquer the souls that have been snatched from him. The pastor must be vigilant, pay attention, pray, strengthen himself more and more in the Holy Spirit, so that he keeps a good guard over his fold. Even a day of the shepherd’s vacation is enough for Satan to tear all the sheep to pieces. If the fox enters the chicken coop, it only takes a few minutes and it is slaughter. If Satan enters the fold of the Church, a few days are enough, and it is the end for many souls. Great is the responsibility of the pastor. Today not only Satan enters. Even all the doors are opened to him. 

Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make that the shepherd takes care of Christ Jesus’ flock.
